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about marketing grants partnership marketing

research

essentials

WanderLove Partner Requirements:

VTC is offering a grant of $10,000 that can be used on anything related to the WanderLove
campaign, but there are a few requirements.

Check out the Partner Requirements.

Read the FAQs about the WanderLove Grant and Campaign.

Read the VTC DMO WanderLove Grant Terms & Conditions. The Terms & Conditions contain
information on allowable expenses under the VTC DMO WanderLove Grant.

Download the VTC DMO WanderLove Grant Word Document so that you can see the questions
to answer in the application. (You may want to complete the narrative sections, and then cut and
paste into the online application).

NOTE: ONLY ONLINE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

On the form below, please complete:

Contact Information

« Completion Date

* Road Trip Hub & Spoke
* Feeder Markets

¢ In-Kind Match
Marketing Plan

Virginia is for Lovers “WanderLove” campaign tie-in

DMO GRANT



Campaign: WanderLove

AL OA

As restrictions are lifted in Virginia and across the country. travelers will be seeking safe, close-to-
home destinations that allow for social distancing and access to open spaces - specifically beach,
outdoor and rural experiences. In-state and drive-market road trips stand to lead the way for
travel. In fact:

40 percent of Americans intend to take a road trip this year.
Virginia has an advantage as a drive destination and will highlight safe and responsible road trips

as a major theme this year. These road trips will also highlight outdoor recreation, hidden gems,
small towns and Virginia’'s unique “roadside attraction” - LOVEworks.
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PARTNER LANDING PAGE

Brand Management

Brand Marketing Initiatives

v

Campaign: WanderLove

v

Campaign: Share What You
Love

v

Campaign: Eat. Drink. Love.

Industry Advertising Co-Op

Program
Virginia Travel Guide
> Order Bulk Guides

LOVEwork Reimbursement
Program

* Submit Application
Creative Services

Virginia Is For Lovers Logo
Request

Additional Opportunities

Contact Staff




CAMPAIGN RESOURCES

Virginia Tourism
Corporation

about marketing grants pe

Customizable Templates

CREATIVE & PARTNER ASSETS

Social Story Posts

Instagram Carousel Posts

Digital Banner Ads

Blog Outline

Partner News Release

Engage with VTC*

Share your WanderLove blog with us via Matcha.

Leverage VTC's WanderLove images in your marketing.

« Or,loginto VIC’s Image Catalog to search for images specific to your

roduct/destination.
VTC is capturing point-of-view visuals to help our audiences envision themselves as road trip p N

Share your images with us.

adventurers. Associated messaging will be joyful and inspirational - a celebration of all the ways

3 S5 R e Submit your video for the WanderLove Playlist.
we can reconnect with the people and places we love most in Virginia. : SN y
« Upload your video to YouTube, selecting “No” when the upload process asks if the

2 video was made for children.
Campaign Samples « Email your YouTube link to Ryan Trapp.

» Share VTC's WanderLove videos from Facebook, Twitter or YouTube.

* WanderlLove Creative Guidelines
* Partner Creative Samples *Submitting content does not guarantee inclusion on VTC’s marketing channels.

Creative Files Editing Tutorials & Resources

Virginia Road Map Graphics

Video - How To Edit The Logo

e Logo Lockups Video - How To Create An Instagram Story

« Campaign Fonts

Video - How To Create An Instagram Carousel Post

* Sample Messaging

Photopea
Contact Ali Zaman with questions. « Free web-based editing tool for those without Adobe Creative programs




CREATIVE TEMPLATES

WANDERLOVE

Campaign Guidelines

VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS Creative Examples

Digital Banners

Campaign Overview
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Blog Ideas Outline

Content Tips:

* Mention the direct routes (HW 64, 95, etc.), then give alternate routes (“road less traveled”).

e If possible, create a google map showing the route to travel.

e Include any COVID-specific info/tips — amended hours, safety stipulations, etc. You can easily
remove post-COVID to keep content evergreen.

e Break the route into smaller sections if necessary. Example: From Roanoke to Christiansburg;
from Christiansburg to Blacksburg. In each paragraph, talk about where to stop along the way.

Blog Outline:
Intro

*  Give a brief overview of WanderLove as it relates to your destination and road trip. See
WanderLove Messaging for inspiration.

Route section #1: From to

e Best restaurants along this route — one sentence to describe the type of food/atmosphere/any
COVID-related tips/specifications (can easily be removed post-COVID for evergreen content).

* Must-see sights/attractions with a short description and COVID info. These can include
shopping, natural and manmade landmarks, LOVEworks, hidden gems, quirky roadside
attractions, etc.

e Outdoor options like hiking, cycling, kayaking, boating, etc. May also mention state parks, as
they all offer outdoor elements for guests. Be sure to mention any COVID-related restrictions,
such as closed facilities, decreased staff, alternate hours.

* Afew (1-2) lodging options along this route — don’t forget about cabins or campsites as
alternatives to hotels or resorts.
Route section #2: From to

* Repeat format of info from section #1 for every section of the road trip until you’ve reached the
final destination.

Close

*  Wrap up with links to other road trips in your region and/or a link to Virginia.org/WanderLove,

CONTENT & PR TEMPLATES

[Grant recipient] Receives Virginia Tourism Corporation WanderlLove Recovery Grant for Tourism
Marketing

Governor Ralph Northam announced today that [grant recipient] received [$$$5$] from the Virginia
Tourism Corporation (VTC) WanderLove Recovery Grant Program, a new grant made available to
Virginia's Destination Marketing Organizations (DMOs) across the Commonwealth that have been heavily
impacted by the novel coronavirus pandemic to fund recovery marketing initiatives.

$866,504 in marketing grant funds were awarded to 90 Destination Marketing Organizations as part of the
DMO WanderLove Recovery Grant program. One of the 90 grants submitted, [Recipient] received [$$$$]
for its [name of project]. [Recipient] partnered with [names of partners] to [description of project,
importance to the community, etc.].

[Insert quote from local tourism official]

As Virginia begins phase three of the Forward Virginia plan, there is a lot of pent-up demand for leisure
travel and people are seeking safe, close-to-home destinations that allow for social distancing and access
to open spaces. With this in mind, the WanderLove campaign provides travel inspiration for road trips,
outdoor recreation, hidden gems, small towns, and Virginia's signature LOVEworks program.

“Virginia tourism is a critical sector of our economy and has been heavily impacted by the coronavirus
pandemic,” said Governor Ralph Northam. “Getting travelers back on the road and spending money in
our cities and towns is one of the fastest ways to inject dollars back into our economy and our
communities. The Virginia Tourism Corporation’s DMO WanderLove Recovery Grants gives localities the
ability to market their destination as safe and welcoming when visitors are ready to resume travel.”

Tourism is one of the Commonwealth’s largest economic engines, with visitors to [locality] spending more
than [$$$$] in 2018, supporting [number] work opportunities and contributing [$$$$] in local and state tax
. The ism and hospitality industries have also been among the hardest-hit by the pandemic,
periencing d. dr and job loss, along with the temporary closure of many tourism-related
businesses. A revived tourism economy can help spur new economic activity and inject critical funds back
into Virginia communities.

[About Grant Recipient]

About Virginia Tourism Corporation

Virginia Tourism Corporation is the state agency charged with marketing the Commonwealth as a premier
travel and film destination. In 2018, visitors to Virginia spent $26 billion, which supported 234,000 work
opportunities and contributed $1.8 billion in state and local taxes. In 2019, Virginia is for Lovers
celebrates its 50th anniversary. To learn more, visit virginia.org
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Local tourism funds boosted with Wanderlove Grant
= Charlottesville - Albemarle Convention and
Visitors Bureau gets tourism support grant

<

Jami Snead Enterprise Staff Writer Jul 29, 2020
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BEDFORD CO., Va. (WSET) -- The tourism industry in Bedford County took a hit during the
pandemic, but a new grant is going to help turn that around.

Cape Charles Main Street has received $10,000 from the Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC) DMO WanderLove Recovery Grant
Program, a new grant made available to Virginia's Destination Marketing Organizations (DMOs) across the Commonwealth that "ow

have been heavily impacted by the novel coronavirus pandemic to fund recovery marketing initiatives. $866,504 in marketing H"“"Gl -
grant funds were awarded to 90 Destination Marketing O as part of the DMO WanderLove Recovery Grant InIA oD = @

Governor Northam awarded $10,000 to the county through the Virginia Tourism
Corporation's new WanderLove Recovery Grant Program.
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WANDERLOVE

‘ 5 Days. 7 Iconic Sites. ’

Immerse yourself in our nation’s history as you travel across Virginia.

Experience WanderLove at Smith Mountain Lake

Wanderlust is defined as a strong desire to travel, but here in Virginia, we call that feeling WanderLove.

With more than 20,000 acres of pristine waters and 500 miles of picturesque shoreline, Smith Mountain Lake is an outdoor lover's
paradise located at the foot of the magnificent Blue Ridge Mountains.

MOUN Whether you seek days full of activities or more serene time spent relaxing, our region’s amazing beauty and natural resources make
VAL Smith Mountain Lake the ideal road trip destination.

DISCOVER WHAT YOU LOVE

On this Virginia road trip, experience the sites that witnessed our nation’s founding. See what life was like for e i — AT SMITH MOLUNTAIN | AKF

early settlers and visit the estates that our founding fathers called home. ra
B & Youlube 8] {2

View ltinerary
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MEETING PLANNERS | GROUP PLANNERS | SPORTS PLANNERS | PRESS | BLOG 7, ‘ Q
Falrfax County, Virginia

Connect with America THINGSTODO EVENTS HOTELS RESTAURANTS PLANYOURTRIP NEIGHBORHOODS

WAN DER LO\/E
VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS —

s‘ EAT SHOP STAY PLAY EVENTS VISITOR INFO WANDERLOVE BLOG

FAVORITES *

F;\STERr\ SHORE, VA

BLOGHOME  FAMILYFUN  FOOD&DRINK  NATURE & OUTDOORS SEASONAL & EVENTS ALL CATEGORIES ~
& CEm
SUBSCRIBE

< BACK
Categories

WANDERLOVE: UNIQUE WAYS TO ENJOY
THE OUTDOORS IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

By Patrick Lennon on Oct. 29, 2020

Ahhhhhh, the great American road trip. It's a rite of passage for every family to pack the
bag; get in 1he car, and go see lha‘ speclal sometluug lhal you can't find at home And
=

rmwﬁcd‘mv ~ ™
" “'/REEEIVE DOWNLOAD (" ﬁ

‘I E EQUEST A f7ee VISITORS GUIDE E-NEWS OUR APP

s

Make memories to last a lifetime on your trip to the Eastern Shore of Virginia with these exciting guided trails appropriate for all
age groups. Experience scenic hikes, watersports, educational destinations, and more. Find your WanderLOVE for the Eastern
Shore of Virginia today and for years to come.



VisitNorfolk Blog _sLocs

36 Hours in Norfolk and Virginia Beach e gy e

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 2:00 PM

WANDER|OVE

ROAD TRIP TO HAMTOWN USA

-
} Wandert ove Rgad Trip 1o Hamtowir US4

Wanderlust is defined as a strong desire to travel, but in Virgi

WanderLove. To fill this desire, set out on an epic road trip to
city Virginia Beach! With its 182 miles of beaches, 270 miles |

nd enjoy a laid-back day and Isle of

breweries and numerous independently-owned eateries, the i are ndeseuere v v oy o er o Sl et o i et gt Yot Moo Gn i b gy 1o
magnet for beachgoers, adventure seekers and foodie conno

our attractions and museums bring you the widest range of entertainment and appreciation
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Photo of Montross LOVEwork by Virginia Tourism Corporation

Our Virginia LOVEworks WanderLOVE itinerary takes travelers on a trip around the commonwealth, sharin
favorite, photo opp-worthy LOVEworks from every corner of the state. Exploring each unique LOVE sign in
be an adventurous endeavor, given that Virginia is 42,775 square miles. Travelers can set about visiting thi
every single one of the street art sculptures-by breaking up the drive into geographical segments. Virginia
makes it easy to plan a road trip, with an updated map of Virginia LOVEworks.
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WanderLove: Find what you love in Abingdon, VA
— Richmond
& | Wanderlust is defined as a strong desire to travel, but here in Virginia, we call that feeling W
.. 7 = V" same this year, you can still indulge your love of travel with an epic road trip to At
{aec) S 1
Pefersburg W
A S 1 es, outdoor assets, and quirky Appalachian charm. Abingdon is Mile
Leec) } spoiled beauty
ot 12
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o it som S o e A« K VIRGINIA'S BLUE RIDGE
WANDERLOVE: e
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WANDERLOVE 4
e WANDER|OVE

Plan your Epic Experience Road Trip to the Shenandoah Valley. V|RG'NIA IS FOR LO E%

Click HERE for great road trip ideas!

Winding Through Winchester

Winchester gets a lot of honors.

. s iy .
It's already been named, by various authorities, “the Best place to Retire in Virginia;” one of the WanderLOVE Road Trlp to v‘ rglnla s Blue Rldge
Wanderlust: wandar last / noun: country’s “Best Small Places for Business and Career;” and one of the 25 Best Places to Visit oy wanderlust craving with a wanderlove road trip to Virginia's Blue Ridge! You'll love

in Virginia.” Last month, it was nominated as a “top adventure town" by Blue Ridge Outdoors.

a strong desire to travel. sws from the scenic mountain drives & overlooks, exploring the local small towns, and
tering the hidden gems throughout the region. Be a #Trailsetter for your next road trip.

s ; - . Plan a Road Trip

place that will cure your




@ visitvbr + Follow

Roanoke, Virginia

w visitvbr With wide open spaces to
explore, small town charm, and unique

hidden gems, we invite you to plan
your next WanderLOVE road trip to
Virginia's Blue Ridge! Check our
linkinbio for resources and ideas on
fun things to do in the region. &l:
@sdeanphotos

Your #WanderLOVE is calling. Explore beyond your own backyard this
summer/fall on a road trip to Hillsville, Virginia.
#loveva #discoverhillsvilleva #historichillsvilleva... See More

#trailsetter #blueridgeday #visitvbr
#vbr #roanoke #roanokeva #virginia
#loveva #vamountains
#virginiamountains
#blueridgemountains

Qv 1 Alleghany Highlands of Virginia
Aug17 - Q@
WA N D E R I_O\/ E @ Liked by rtrapp25 and 432 others — .
VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS g Get away from it all and satisfy your #Wanderlove with
WA N D E R I_O\/ g exciting outdoor adventure in the Alleghany

Highlands.

MIRGINIA ROAD TRIPS

‘ visitioudoun + Follow
Loudoun Cour Virg
@ visitioudoun [ WanderLOVE Series

This week, make Lovettsville your hub YOUTUBE.COM
to find your #WANDERLove in Your WanderLove is Calling

Loudoun! @
Wanderlust is defined as a strong desire to travel, but hf
Lovettsville is a small country town

surrounded by farms and rural roads

that connect you to hidden hamlets oo -
barely changed in centuries. 3 & 4

The best part? The beautiful

backroads! g @ oY Like (D) Comment 4

Get ready to find your #WanderLOVE .

in and around Lovettsville! &> " ) 1 The Alleghany Highlands The Alleghany
Write a comment... Discover Virginia. Discover Virginia

P LINKIN BIO sy

Qv W o o Like (J Comment > Share

133 lik
e OO’ Teresa Hammond and 1.3K others

@ Adda comment 340 Shares




WANDERLOV @ e ™
Hiking in Scott Count Sce 5, Co T
y R ﬂb scottcountyva From sweeping scenic
N vistas to cool mountain streams, find
your hiking WanderLove in Scott
County, Virginia and its surrounding
mountains. Hikers Trek in WanderLove

xplorescottcountyva. .
#scottcountyva #loveva #wanderlove
#bearrock #fallsoflittlestony
#devilsbathtub #sandcave
#ewingvirginia

“ kpcbutcher (423) 246-6197 ©

= R

& rebeccapippinart Where is V)
picture #4 located?

visitharrisonburgva * Follow

t Harrisonburg Virginia

WANDERLOVE

FIND WHAT YOU LOVE IN HARRISONBURG

visitharrisonburgva Love hiking,
biking or just exploring unique
places...make #harrisonburgva your
next #roadtrip destinations!
#hburgrocks #loveva

Begin your WanderLove journey in
#Harrisonburg, home to
@jamesmadisonuniversity and located
in the #virginiasshenandoahvalle
Harrisonburg is well known for an
abundance of #outdoor... more

oQv W

£ Liked by alizaman and 49 others

Learn More
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Find your WanderlLove
in Waynesboro

Adventure Is the destination. WanderLove Is about reconnecting With what'yau lave: the

= ,'
s scenic South River, the glorious mountain views, and the winding roads in between,

smp.mm.suya ore All 3 N o, ‘
the Seasons in lar v Io ' VVAART bl . w WANDER OVE

ROk

et REGISTER FOR A WEEKEND GETAWAY

&, 800-282

Plan your next road trip at visitwaynesboro.net Waynesboro

48 QLUE RIDGE OUTDOORS




DIGITAL BANNERS

~ WHAT.YOU-LOV
JUST A DRIVE AWAY

WANDERLOVE

WHAT YOU LOVE IS
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WanderLove

52 videos * 2,374 views * Updated yesterday
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Search Q

| il “ WanderLove in Destination Bedford

Destination Bedford Virginia

25

WanderLove #MadisonVA #WanderLove #LoveVA

Madison County Virginia

¥ Staunton, VA WanderLOVE

Visit Staunton

WanderLOVE: Where Urban Newport News Meets Rural Smithfield
28 Newport News VA

Q

Your WanderLove is Calling

BRN YANDERLOVE Virginia is for Lovers

= WanderLove Road Trip to Hamtown USA

[ Lois Tokarz

Tourism Virginia

Portsmouth, Virginia

Portsmouth, Virginia

(=

Roanoke Lynchburg to Portsmouth Wanderlove Tourism Spot Weekend Trip Portsmouth

| Richmond to Portsmouth Wanderlove Tourism Spot Weekend Trip Portsmouth Tourism Virginia

VIDEOS
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WANDERLOVE

Plan your trip at

VIRGINIA
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outdoors

Take a WanderLove Road Trip
Along the Skyline Drive to
Waynesboro

Find Your WanderLove Along
the Shenandoah Spirits Trail
2240 MORE

24D MoRE

WanderLOVE: Harrisonburg Is
Adventurous by Nature

Wander Historic Downtowns
Along the Shenandoah Spirits
Trail

READ MORE

READ MORE

‘A3 BR|

FIND AN ADVENTURE v |

LOVEworks, Mountain Views,
and the Shenandoah Spirits
Trail

READ M

WanderLove: A Virginia Road
Trip from Richmond to Danville

READ MORE

Are you eager to leave the bustle of NOVA

and
for you. Plan a drive

dow ith your
rough Shenando:

finale weekend in Waynesboro before y

SPONSORED CONTENT

SPONSORED CONTENT

Take a WanderLove
Road Trip Along the
Skyline Drive to
Waynesboro

P

Be here for the Bay
VISITMATHEWS.COM

kend exploring scenic roads, trails

e? If you love to wander w e, we have just the road trip

ah National Park along the S| e Drive and make your grand

ou head home.
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@ Visit Yorktown . ‘ Visit Loudo!.ln .o EVENTS & CONTESTS

October 3, 2020 - @ Sponsored - @

It's @WanderLOVE Market Day! @ Come on down to shop all your fall favorites, and discover

: g < Pack your bags and hit the open road to
something new to LOVE! Today's market is extended until 3pm! @@ ¢

Loudoun County, Virginia! 4 &

7 T B, o 7 2 75 93!

We have collected prizes from some of the
most iconic Loudoun spots to create the
Ultimate WanderLOVE Loudoun Road Trip
Giveaway!

Check out the details below

wel: @lakyle_

VISITLOUDOUN.ORG
WanderLOVE Road Trip
OO 1.1k 58 Comments 295 Shares

©0 71 3 Comments 6 Shares [ﬂ) Like (D Comment £> Share
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This is the first time that VisitNorfolk and the Virginia Beach CVB have partnered
together for a campaign. The grant helped encourage regionalism and has shown
that together we are a more attractive drive market destination to both out of
market visitors and to locals looking for a staycation. It has unified our area in
having everyone come together during a difficult time. - Visit Norfolk

Because of this grant, | received increased notice from our City Manager and elected
City Council. They understand Salem marketing now more than ever, and due in part to
this grant | was able to receive $20,000 in Cares Act funding for tourism development
that was spent in November and December. - Visit Salem

The availability of these funds to DMQ’s in a devastating time for the tourism industry was
essential in keeping a brand awareness presence of our destination. Without these funds,
we would not have been able to keep advertising in the marketplace during this difficult
time and it was extremely helpful and timely. - York County




It was helpful having a polished campaign already put together so we could respond m

so quickly and keep people visiting and spending tourism dollars in our communities
when most of us could not have begun to even develop a campaign so quickly and
without using most of our marketing funds. Having a video component which included
Harrisonburg was icing on the cake! - Harrisonburg Tourism

As my first campaign with tourism, | found the VTC staff especially helpful and
willing to answer all my questions. | felt like | had all the resources at my
fingertips to manage a successful marketing campaign. Your staff provided me
with encouragement and gave me the best platform for success. | am very
grateful. - Bland County

The Instagram technical assistance ( & Photopea help) was instrumental in making that
piece of the Wanderlove campaign happen. Putting those tools in the hands of the
social media/tourism folks will help raise the bar and garner more quality posts. VTC's
templates, and videos were much appreciated! - Northern Neck Tourism Commission




“For 15 consecutive weeks, the campaign helped our market achieve #1 hotel occupancy m
out of all the top 25 markets in the US, according to STR.” - Norfolk & Virginia Beach

The fact that so many Virginia communities were using the WanderLove
brand magnified the impact of our ads. - Harrisonburg

The COVID-19 pandemic forced many tourism organizations to halt or
eliminate advertising dollars. This VTC grant, however, allowed Visit
Kilmarnock to promote the Town of Kilmarnock and the region directly to
consumers and increase interest to potential visitors. - Kilmarnock

According to my accommodations, this has been their best year EVER... [outfitters
are expanding their businesses] ... Natural Tunnel State Park also reported the
largest visitation to date. | can say this spark in visitation is due to the
WanderLove campaign. - Scott County Tourism



THANK YOU!

VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS WANDERLOVE PARTNER ENGAGEMENT



